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DETAILED ACTION 
Preliminary Remarks 

Applicant is hereby notified of several antecedent basis issues in the claims as 
currently presented. Specifically, claim 6 recites limitations drawn to "the activated 
charcoal" and "the silica/alumina" without providing an unambiguous antecedent for 
either limitation. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

2. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over CN 
2031615 in view of Tani et al (US. Pat. No. 6,457,475). 

CN 2031615 discloses a filter which comprises two adsorbent sections (2) having 
a filter section (3) therebetween (Fig. 4), said filter being wrapped by a wrapper (1). The 
adsorbent sections can comprises activated carbon, zeolites, and any number of 
substances alone or in a mixture of two or more. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have placed one type of 
adsorbent in one adsorbent section (2) and another type of adsorbent in the other 
adsorbent section (2) in order to ensure that the smoke that goes through the first 
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section is removed of certain smoke particles particularly susceptible to being adsorbed 
by one type of adsorbent, and the smoke that goes through the second filter is removed 
of certain other smoke particle that are particularly susceptible to being adsorbed by 
another type of adsorbent. Further, while there may be no disclosure that the filter 
materials are individually wrapped with a plug wrap paper; forming paper for wrapping 
the filter sections integrally, and tipping paper covering the forming paper, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have 
wrapped the filters in this manner since, as evidenced by Tani et al - such wrapper 
arrangement is known in the tobacco art (See fig. 2). 

3. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over CN 
2031615. 

CN 2031615 discloses a filter which comprises two adsorbent sections (2) having 
a filter section (3) therebetween (Fig. 4), said filter being wrapped by a wrapper (1 ). The 
adsorbent sections can comprise activated carbon, zeolites, and any number of 
substances alone or in a mixture of two or more. While CN 2031615 may not disclose 
that this filter arrangement is provided in a cigarette holder, as claimed, this is not 
deemed to patentably distinguish the claims from this reference because it is well- 
known that cigarette holders often comprise filters located therein. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have 
provided the filter of CN 2031615 in any of the conventional filtered cigarette holders in 
order to receive the benefits of improved adsorbing capacity these filters exhibit. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicants arguments filed November 28, 2006 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

Reference CN 2031615 provides precedent for absorbent materials arranged in a 
cigarette filter in a substantially equivalent arrangement to that set forth in the presently 
claimed invention. Despite this point, Applicant argues that the prior art reference does 
not suggest the "synergetic effect" recognized by the applicant, and therefore the 
present invention could not have been obvious over the prior art disclosure. Examiner 
disagrees. 

MPEP 716.02(d) clearly states that, "Whether the unexpected results are the 
result of unexpectedly improved results or a property not taught by the prior art, the 
" objective evidence of nonobviousness must be commensurate in scope with the 
claims which the evidence is offered to support." In other words, the showing of 
unexpected results must be reviewed to see if the results occur over the entire claimed 
range. In re Clemens, 622 F.2d 1029, 1036, 206 USPQ289, 296 (CCPA 1980)". 

In the instant case, Applicant provides no evidence of an unexpected result from 
the structure set forth in instant Claim 6 and only a single data point (Table 1 ) wherein a 
50:50 mixture of silica/alumina and activated charcoal are loaded in a space between 
two filter elements (Claim 7). The limited number of species exemplified by Applicant 
does not provide an adequate basis for concluding that similar results would be 
obtained for the range of compositions and structures covered under the scope of the 
generic claims 6 and 7 as presented. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Applicant is strongly advised to consider the disclosure presented 
by Wise et. al. (US 3,658,069) in any response to the present office action. Briefly, 
Wise teaches a tobacco filter comprising an activated charcoal component and a 
molecular sieve (silica/alumina or zeolite) component positioned downstream therefrom 
(Columnl , Linese 43-48). The reference continues by disclosing that the "charcoal and 
molecular sieve components may be deposited in solid particulate form in separate 
chambers within the filter defined by said plugs, or one or both thereof may be carried 
within the interstices of a creped paper of other appropriate plug-forming material 
adapted for the purpose." (Column 1, Lines 68-73). 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason L. Lazorcik whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-2217. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:30 am 
to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on (571) 272-1 189. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000 . 



Steven p. griffin 
supervisory patent examiner 
technology center 1 700 
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